now, wJien thou hast a choice, that is, a
power to advance thyself, or to oppress others by
evil means ; now in die electionwn, in those thy happy
and sunshine days, remember him.

THIS is THEN the Faculty that is excited, the memory;
and this is the time, now, now whilst we have power of
election : the object is, the Creator, remember the
Creator : first, because the memory can go no farther
than the creation ; and therefore we have no means
to conceive, or apprehend anything of God before
that. When men therefore speak of decrees of reproba-
tion, decrees of condemnation, before decrees of creation;
this is beyond the counsel of the Holy Ghost here,
Memento Creatoris, Remember the Creator, for this is
to remember God a condemner before he was a Creator:
this is to put a preface to Moses5 Genesis, not to be
content with his in principle, to know that in the beginning
God created heaven and earth, but we must remember
what he did ante prindpium, before any such beginning
was. Moses? in principio, that beginning, the creation we
can remember; but St. John's inprincipio,ihat beginning,
eternity, we cannot ; we can remember God's fiat in
Moses,*but not God's erat in St. John : what God hath
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